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training or keeping idle armed men occupied. A weak,
disarmed, helpless, credulous India does not know how this
Government has kept her under its hypnotic spell. Even
some of the best of us today really believe that the military
budget is being piled up for protecting India against foreign
aggression. I suggest that it is being piled up for want of
faith in the Sikhs, the Gurkhas, the Pathans and the Raj-
puts, i.e., for want of faith in us and for the purpose of
keeping us under forced subjection. My belief (I write under
correction) is that the anxiety of the Government always
to have a treaty with the Amir was based, not so much
upon the fear of a Russian invasion as upon the fear of
losing the confidence of the Indian soldiery. Today there
is certainly no fear of a Russian invasion. I have never
believed in the Bolshevik menace. And why should any
Indian Government, to use the favourite phrase of the erst-
while idol of Bengal, "broad-based upon a people's affec-
tion", fear Russia, Bolshevik or any menace? Surely a con-
tented and powerful India (all the more), in alliance with
Great Britain, can any day meet any invasion upon her.
But this Government has deliberately emasculated us, kept
us under the perpetual fear of our neighbours and the
whole world, and drained India of her splendid resources,
so that she has lost faith in herself either for defence or for
dealing with the simple problem of the growing poverty.
I therefore do certainly hope that the Amir will not enter
into any treaty with this Government. Any such treaty
can only mean unholy bargain against Islam and India.
This Government being unwilling to part with O'Dwyer-
ism as an 'emergency' measure, being unwilling to keep
its faith with the Muslims (I must decline to' treat the
Government of India separately from the Imperial Govern-
ment), and being unwilling to let India rise to her full
height, wants Afghanistan to enter into' a treaty of offence
against India. I hope that there is but one opinion so far
as non-co-operators are concerned. Whilst unwilling our-
selves, we cannot wish others to co-operate with the Gov-
ernment.
Toung India, 4-5-1921